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Review of the B.S., B.S.Ed. in Early Childhood Education 

13.1209 

 
Introduction.  The Early Childhood Education program provides professional opportunities to students committed 

to becoming outstanding educators.  The process for reviewing the program has involved analysis of assessment data 

over a three-year period.  The analysis has been used to inform program decisions, revisions, and improvements.  

Faculty members continue to meet regularly with the program advisory committee to discuss assessment data and 

program trends.   

 

Overview of academic unit.  The Department of Curriculum and Instruction (C&I) offers multiple undergraduate 

degree programs that meet all Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) certification guidelines, including early 

childhood education (ECE), elementary education (ELE), and middle level teacher education (MLE).  A bilingual 

endorsement is also offered.  In addition, the department provides pedagogical training for secondary school majors 

receiving degrees from 20 other programs throughout the University.  C&I programs are nationally recognized by 

the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC), the Association of Childhood 

International (ACEI), and the National Middle School Association (NMSA).  All programs meet and exceed 

rigorous standards for accreditation by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE)  

and ISBE.  

 

Overview of degree program.  The B.S., B.S.Ed. in Early Childhood Education prepares educators in the early 

primary grades.  Program quality is ensured in several ways.  The program utilizes performance based assessments 

and uses assessment data to revise and improve the program.  Practicing teachers and program administrators are 

used in classroom and field experiences to provide relevant mentorship and leadership examples and guidance.   

The program has worked to develop and maintain relationships with community college partners offering early 

childhood transfer degrees.  Partnerships for professional development schools, reciprocal professional 

development, and bridge program partnerships continue to be developed and grown.   

 

Curriculum of the B.S., B.S.Ed. in Early Childhood Education.  The ECE curriculum meets the Type 4 

requirements set forth by ISBE. The curriculum embeds four distinct clinical experiences covering the span of the 

Type 4 certificate, including an infant/toddler experience, a preschool experience, a public school or Head Start  

pre-kindergarten experience, and a first, second, or third grade experience.   

 

Faculty of the degree program.  All ECE faculty members have terminal degrees and significant experience in 

specific areas of teacher preparation. Faculty members have received internal and external awards for excellence in 

teaching, research contributions and external funding success.  C&I faculty members have received internal College 

of Education Outstanding Teaching and Researcher awards as well as Research Initiative awards and internal and 

external Service to the College of Education awards.  Faculty members have served as state and national leaders 

through professional organizations, have published, and have presented at national and international conferences. 

 

Program goals and quality measures.  NAEYC standards are recognized as indicators of quality by the profession.  

High quality programs produce educators who promote child development and learning; build family and 

community relationships; observe, document, and assess to support young children and families; use 

developmentally effective approaches; use content knowledge to build meaningful curriculum; and understand the 

importance of becoming an early childhood professional and advocate.  High quality programs also provide 

candidates an extensive variety of field-based experiences, from infant-toddler placements through third grade, in a 

variety of public school and private settings. The Illinois State program remains the largest supplier of early 

childhood professionals in the state for both private and public school educators. 

 

Changes in level of student demand.  Enrollment and degree production of ECE students have not changed 

significantly during the review period compared to statewide or institutional averages.  ECE enrollment has 

fluctuated slightly due to enrollment sculpting of the elementary education program.  ECE enrollment has generally 

remained steady at approximately 70 new students admitted each semester. Transfer student enrollment has also 

remained consistent at around 40 percent during the review period. 
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Major changes in the program’s discipline, student demand, societal need, institutional context.  The early 

childhood field, specifically at the state level, has experienced increased demand for bachelor-degreed teachers in all 

program types but, at the same time, an overall decrease in funding for early childhood programming.  Schools and 

communities desire highly-qualified professionals teaching in early childhood programs, while fiscal constraints 

have impacted growth and expansion of programs at every level.  Illinois State prides itself on a mission that 

promotes “a small-college atmosphere with large-university opportunities” and the “highest academic standards” in 

teaching, scholarship, service, and community connections.  The ECE program aligns with this mission by offering a 

learning community within the larger university community to serve teacher candidates as they pursue teacher 

certification.  

 

Summary of the program’s student learning assessment plan.  The program’s current assessment plan was 

approved in 2009 and is designed to meet assessment expectations of both NCATE and ISBE.  The plan includes 

seven performance based assessments. 

 

Accreditation from affiliated agency.  All teacher education programs at Illinois State University seek 

accreditation from NCATE.  The ECE accreditation program review is conducted by the NAEYC, the national 

specialized professional association affiliated with NCATE.  In August 2011 the ECE program received National 

Recognition and accreditation by NAEYC with one minor condition. This condition was addressed, and a response 

was submitted to NAEYC in September 2011.  The program received National Recognition and accreditation with 

no conditions in March 2012.  The program is also annually approved by ISBE and is currently in good standing. 

 

Description of actions taken since the last review including instructional resources and practices and 

curricular changes.  As a result of the 2003 program review, three recommendations were made regarding the ECE 

program. Responding to the first recommendation, identifying an optimum enrollment linked to program planning 

and resources, has been an ongoing, successful process. In response to changing state and national employment 

trends and projections, a plan for enrollment sculpting was put into place.  This initiative has resulted in a decrease 

in the number of elementary education candidates each year and an increase in the number of early childhood, 

bilingual, and special education teacher candidates.  Second, the program has worked to engage in long-term 

planning including identification of program needs and stronger connections to the department and college five-year 

strategic plans.  Lastly, the ECE program has had the opportunity during the review period to further develop a 

relationship with the Department of Family and Consumer Sciences on campus and to explore establishment of a 

birth to three-year old childcare laboratory. In 2005, through the McLean County Association for the Education of 

Young Children in partnership with Illinois State University and Heartland Community College, a student chapter of 

NAEYC was formed. The possibility of establishing a birth to three-year old childcare laboratory was also explored. 

However, external funding for the laboratory was not secured to make this goal possible. 

 

The program’s major findings and recommendations and actions taken as a result of this review.  As a result 

of this program review process, the ECE program will continue to strive to recruit and hire high-quality, diverse, 

tenure track faculty to improve the diversity of the ECE faculty and to continue to improve tenure to non-tenure 

track faculty ratios in the program. Additional initiatives will be deployed to attempt to increase diversity of the ECE 

student population. The program has further identified the issue of better preparing ECE candidates to meet the 

needs of English language learners and struggling readers.  This will be accomplished by reducing barriers and time 

to graduation for ECE students desiring the Reading Teacher Endorsement and the Bilingual Endorsement. Lastly, 

to better equip ECE students to meet the shifting needs and mandates of the field, clinical experiences will be 

examined to increase the diversity of the experiences offered as well as to better align and integrate course work 

with methods and assessment courses. 

 

Review outcome.  The Academic Planning Committee, as a result of this review process, finds the B.S., B.S.Ed. in 

Early Childhood Education to be in Good Standing.  Committee members commend the program for model 

collaboration with Milner Library resources in developing and utilizing the Teaching Materials Center.  The 

program’s assessment plan is a quality plan with good feedback mechanisms and is noted by NCATE to be 

exemplary.   
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Recommendations.  The Academic Planning Committee makes the following recommendations to be addressed 

within the next regularly scheduled review cycle.   

 

 Continue efforts to develop a reading teacher endorsement. 

 Continue to monitor “sculpted enrollment” for each of the undergraduate teacher programs. 

 Determine feasibility of collaboration between the College of Education and the College of Arts and Sciences 

for development of bilingual discipline related programs. 

 Continue to develop and support recruitment initiatives for student candidates and faculty hires.   

 Explore ways to better integrate the current clinical schedule with methods courses and provide students better 

experiences in diverse clinical settings. 

 

 

 

 

 

Comparative Data, B.S. and B.S.Ed. in Early Childhood Education 

          Enrollment, Fall Census Day 

          University 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Eastern Illinois University 115 108 133 174 209 203 213 242 204 

Illinois State University 343 296 255 258 228 236 233 279 271 

U of I - Urbana/Champaign 56 60 66 58 52 

    

          Degrees by Fiscal Year 

          University 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Eastern Illinois University 34 17 32 28 35 40 34 60 41 

Illinois State University 97 94 78 98 59 62 64 72 83 

U of I - Urbana/Champaign 29 21 34 32   

    

          Discipline Costs per Credit Hour by Fiscal Year 

          University 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Eastern Illinois University 210 204 210 215 212 230 245 229 

 Illinois State University 191 223 221 250 278 272 322 323 

 

          Credit Hours per Staff Year by Fiscal Year 

          University 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Eastern Illinois University 527 496 500 507 539 499 509 512 

 Illinois State University 683 555 546 498 511 510 472 448 

  

 

Note:  Discipline Costs and  Credit Hours represent all bachelor's programs with program codes beginning 13.12 

  


