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Review of the Master of Music Education 

13.1312 

 
Introduction.  The Master of Music Education (M.M.Ed.) is a practitioner-oriented program designed to improve 

the knowledge and competence of practicing music teachers in the philosophical and methodological skills 

necessary to teach music at all levels. The program provides advanced training for K-12 music educators throughout 

the state.  Candidates for admission to the program must have a teacher’s certificate or provide evidence of teaching 

ability and a projected date for teacher certification. 

 

Overview of academic unit. The M.M.Ed. program is housed in the School of Music within the College of Fine 

Arts.  The school offers a comprehensive array of music degree programs and sequences. On the graduate level the 

school offers the M.M.Ed. and the Master of Science, which includes sequences in composition, conducting, music 

therapy, and performance. The mission of the school is to provide the best music degree programs in Illinois, 

balancing career training with attainment of general knowledge in a supportive environment characterized by 

individual attention.  The school also seeks to enrich the cultural life of the University and surrounding community 

through performances by students, faculty, and guest artists. This approach aligns with the university strategic plan 

(Educating Illinois), the state plan for higher education policies and resources (Illinois Public Agenda), and the 

teacher education framework on campus (“Realizing the Democratic Ideal”).  An ongoing concern of the school is 

inadequacy of music facilities in terms of their quality, size, and location. The school has completed a detailed 

facilities study for use in planning a new home within the anticipated new fine arts complex. 

 

Overview of degree program.  The M.M.Ed. is a 32- or 34-hour program.  Requirements include core music 

education coursework, ensemble, and electives in a cognate field. Exit requirements include a written 

comprehensive examination and either a four-hour thesis, a two-hour professional practice music education project, 

or four additional credit hours.  The program offers a summers-only plan of study.  

 

Curriculum of the Master of Music Education.  The program curriculum is a blend of philosophical foundations 

and methodological skills. Students enroll in a core of music education courses and study music history and 

literature.  Students also take electives in their areas of interest and specialization, including courses taught in the 

Department of Curriculum and Instruction.  Courses are offered during evenings in the fall and spring semesters and 

on a rotation basis in the summer to enable practicing music teachers to take classes after work and while on 

summer break.   

 

Faculty of the degree program.  Music education faculty members have all achieved a national reputation for 

teaching, research, and service to the profession.  Faculty members have presented at national and international 

conferences, authored books and refereed journal articles, reviewed materials for nationally prominent publishers, 

and performed with nationally-acclaimed artists.  Faculty members have also held office in national associations and 

have served on association editorial boards.  Faculty members present annually at the state music conference and 

conduct, perform, adjudicate, and clinic for school districts in every region of the state. 

 

Program goals and quality measures. A primary goal of the program is to serve music educators in Illinois by 

providing high quality and accessible instruction that enables them to attain their professional goals.  All School of 

Music programs including the M.M.Ed. adhere to National Association of Schools of Music (NASM) goals and 

standards for quality measurement. As a practice-oriented degree program, the M.M.Ed. emphasizes the extension of 

specialized performance and pedagogy competencies for music educators. The program requires that at least half of 

the curriculum be in performance or pedagogy.   

 

Changes in level of student demand.  Enrollment in the program has remained relatively consistent throughout this 

review period. Students continue to enroll in the program to accrue graduate hours for salary advancement in their 

school districts.  

 

Major changes in the program’s discipline, student demand, societal need, institutional context.  There have 

been no major changes in the discipline, demand, need, or context during the review period.  However, there is 

discussion among educators that master’s degrees should be discipline-specific to count for salary advancement.  

Should such a policy be adopted, it would be critical that an M.M.Ed. program be available to music educators in 

Illinois. Currently, the program at Illinois State University is one of only three M.M.Ed. programs in the state. 
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Summary of the program’s student learning assessment plan.  The program’s assessment plan is 

underdeveloped.  Work on a new assessment plan has been on hold pending completion of curriculum and course 

changes. The program expects a new plan to be in place by fall 2012. 

 

Accreditation from affiliated agency.  The Music Education program is accredited by NASM on a10-year cycle. 

The last accreditation review occurred in 2004, resulting in a positive report.  The next site visit is scheduled for 

spring 2013. The program also reports annually to the Illinois State Board of Education.     

 

Description of actions taken since the last review including instructional resources and practices and 

curricular changes.  No substantive curricular changes have been made during this review cycle.  However, 

planning is underway for curricular changes to accommodate online courses based on successful conversion of two 

courses to online offerings in the last year.  In addition to curriculum planning, program faculty members have 

contributed to a facilities master plan completed in 2006 in anticipation of release by the state of funds to construct  

a new fine arts complex on campus. Program faculty members have also studied the feasibility of offering a teacher 

certification program linked to the master’s program but have decided not to pursue such a program at this time. 

 

The program’s major findings and recommendations and actions taken as a result of this review.  As a result 

of this self-study, program faculty has identified the following initiatives and program plans for the next program 

review cycle. 

 

 Expand online course offerings during the fall and spring semesters to better accommodate practicing teachers 

who are working full-time. 

 Expand summer school offerings by providing candidates opportunities to work with K-12 students enrolled in 

summer camps and workshops hosted by the University. 

 Expand summer school offerings to provide candidates opportunities to study applied music and conducting as 

part of their program. 

 

Review outcome.  The Academic Planning Committee, as a result of this review process, finds the Master of Music 

Education to be in Good Standing.   

 

The School of Music will submit a follow-up report to the Provost’s Office that includes the following documents: 

1) a report on changes to the M.M.Ed. curriculum resulting from curriculum review underway at this time, 2) a 

revised student learning assessment plan for the revised curriculum developed in conjunction with University 

Assessment Services, 3) a statement that compares the program with national benchmark programs and connects 

aspects of the aspirational programs to measures of M.M.Ed. program quality, and 4) short- and long-term M.M.Ed. 

program goals. The follow-up report will be submitted by October 1, 2013.  

 

Recommendations.  The Academic Planning Committee makes the following recommendations to be addressed 

within the next regularly scheduled review cycle.   

 

 Develop and implement a plan for recruiting and retaining students from ethnically diverse backgrounds and 

underrepresented populations.  

 Continue to monitor summer session and online offerings for modifications that would facilitate recruitment 

efforts and further reduce time to completion. 
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Comparative Data, Master of Music Education 

          Enrollment, Fall Census Day 

          University 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Illinois State University 8 6 6 7 10 10 12 12 7 

U of I - Urbana/Champaign 14 11 12 15 14 10 11 8 12 

          Degrees by Fiscal Year 

          University 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Illinois State University 4 4 1 5 8 8 5 6 4 

U of I - Urbana/Champaign 20 16 17 21 21 17 16 24 16 

          Discipline Costs per Credit Hour by Fiscal Year 

          University 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Illinois State University 219 280 277 262 315 306 301 341 

 U of I - Urbana/Champaign 240 330 334 330 316 387 457 583 

 

          Credit Hours per Staff Year by Fiscal Year 

          University 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Illinois State University 674 469 410 528 476 532 613 466 

 U of I - Urbana/Champaign 389 305 386 420 381 301 175 549 

 

           

 

  


