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Review of the B.A. B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies 

24.0101 

 

Introduction.  The B.A., B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies is designed to meet the needs of a limited 

number of highly motivated, academically strong students who have the independence, vision and critical 

thinking skills to develop and complete an individualized program for their own academic and career 

goals.  The degree program has three sequences from which students may choose:  The Individualized 

Sequence, the Multidisciplinary Sequence and the Human and Educational Services Sequence.   

 

The self-study process was initiated in summer 2010 by the Associate Provost and the Program 

Coordinator.  The process included an analysis of the evolution of the Interdisciplinary Studies major and 

minor programs, an assessment of its current purposes, and a review of comparable programs at other 

institutions in Illinois.   

 

Overview of academic unit.  The degree program is not associated with a singular academic unit but 

rather, a program coordinator administers the program with oversight by the Provost’s Office. 

 

Overview of degree program.  The B.A., B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies allows students to construct 

one of three individualized programs of study by synthesizing knowledge that spans across two or more 

academic disciplines.  These options use existing university courses and lead to the Bachelor of Arts or 

Bachelor of Science in Interdisciplinary Studies.  Each sequence addresses a different set of educational 

objectives.  The sequence in Interdisciplinary Studies will be noted on the student’s transcript. 

 

The minor in Interdisciplinary Studies allows students to construct an interdisciplinary minor to meet 

specific educational goals that may not be accommodated by existing minors.  The completed minor in 

Interdisciplinary Studies will be noted on the student’s transcript.  

 

Curriculum of the B.A., B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies.  The Individualized Sequence of the 

program allows a student, with the help of a faculty sponsor, to design a specialized program of study not 

accommodated within existing programs.  Some recent themes chosen by students include Digital 

Rhetoric, East Asian Studies, Paralegal Studies, Religious Studies, The Art of Cinematography, and 

International Public Relations.  The Individualized Sequence is typically a second or auxiliary major but 

may be proposed as a primary major.   

 

The Multidisciplinary Studies Sequence of the Major in Interdisciplinary Studies is built around the 

offerings of two or more departments or schools. It is intended for the student who is seeking a 

baccalaureate degree without the specialization of a traditional major.  The student, with the help of a 

faculty advisor, chooses the focus of the program by determining the departments or schools to pursue 

advanced work.  

 

The Human and Educational Services Sequence provides a viable option to Curriculum and Instruction 

and Special Education majors who are unable to complete their student teaching requirement.  This 

sequence is available only to students who leave an education major during their senior year and who are 

referred by advisors in the departments of Curriculum and Instruction or Special Education.   

 

Faculty of the degree program.  Faculty members from various schools and departments are involved in 

the Interdisciplinary Studies major and minor programs in two ways.  First, each student relies on at least 

one faculty member to serve as an advisor in the development of a rationale for the major or minor and 

the selection of coursework to meet individual academic and career goals.  Second, Interdisciplinary 

Studies majors and minors benefit from interaction with the faculty members who teach the courses 

included in their major plan of study. 
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The Program Coordinator (a part-time faculty position) serves as academic advisor for students in the 

following sequences:  Individualized Sequence Major, Multidisciplinary Sequence Major, and 

Individualized Sequence Minor.  Advisement duties include meeting with interested students, assisting 

them in the development of a rationale and plan of study to be submitted to departments and schools and 

the Office of the Provost, and providing ongoing academic advisement as they complete their plan of 

study.  Career counseling is integrated into the development of the rationale and plan of study as the 

student participates in ongoing discussions with the Program Coordinator and faculty members from 

various departments and schools. 

 

Program goals and quality measures.  Three broad goals have been identified for the next five years:  

1) Continue to strengthen relationships with the faculty and chairpersons of academic departments and 

schools as well as the directors/coordinators and advisors in “minor only” programs.  2) Continue to 

strengthen relationships with the Honors Program.  3) Increase student awareness of, and participation in, 

the Interdisciplinary Studies Program. 

 

Changes in level of student demand.  Enrollment in the newly developed interdisciplinary program has 

declined in two of the major sequences.  There are currently two Individualized Sequence majors and one 

Multidisciplinary Studies Sequence major enrolled for fall 2010.  In addition, one additional 

Individualized Sequence major and one Multidisciplinary Studies Sequence major are still working 

toward graduation, but are not enrolled for the fall 2010 semester due to their full-time employment 

status.  Student participation in the Individualized Minor Sequence has remained relatively unchanged.  

There are currently two Individualized Sequence minors enrolled for the fall 2010 semester.  Given the 

nature and purpose of the Human and Educational Services Sequence, high participation is not a desirable 

outcome.  Sixteen Human and Educational Services majors graduated in May 2010 and four more are 

scheduled to graduate in August 2010. 

 

Major changes in the program’s discipline, student demand, societal need, institutional context.  

The Interdisciplinary Studies Program provides students with the opportunity to work with scholars from 

diverse disciplines in order to achieve unique academic and career goals.  Highly qualified and motivated 

students receive the level of individualized attention that is more commonly associated with small 

colleges than large universities.  

 

The Human and Education Services sequence was established to provide an opportunity for students who 

are not able to complete the requirements for a degree in Special Education or Curriculum and 

Instruction. Human and Educational Services majors exhibit a variety of individual reasons for leaving 

the Special Education and Curriculum and Instruction departments. These students are typically seniors 

and have either dropped out of their certification program just prior to, or during, their student teaching 

experience. These students are in academic good standing but are unable to complete the student teaching 

experience for reasons not related to their academic qualifications.  The Human and Educational Services 

sequence recognizes course work that students have completed in working toward a degree in Special 

Education or Curriculum and Instruction and typically allows completion of a degree in a timely fashion.  

Completion of this degree program does not satisfy the requirements for Teacher Certification.  

 

Summary of department student learning assessment plan.  Currently the degree program does not 

have a formal assessment plan in place.  The coordinator will work with the University Assessment 

Services to develop an assessment plan to measure student learning outcomes and will lead to program 

improvement. 

 

Accreditation from affiliated agency.  There is no accrediting agency for this degree program. 
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Description of actions taken since the last review including instructional resources and practices 

and curricular changes.  This is the first formal self-study for the Interdisciplinary Studies program.  

Over a period of years, changes were made to several University interdisciplinary degree programs 

(Contract Major, University Studies and General Studies) that resulted in a newly designed 

Interdisciplinary Studies degree.  The program offers three individualized programs of study that differ 

from the University’s regular major programs by synthesizing knowledge that spans two or more 

academic disciplines. 

 

Major findings and recommendations and actions taken as a result of this review.  Most students at 

Illinois State University are not aware of the unique opportunities provided by the Interdisciplinary 

Studies program.  Development of an informational brochure for distribution to students as well as 

advisors and program coordinators across campus will complement the existing website.  The Program 

Coordinator will also participate in university sponsored “Open House” and “Major Fair” events when 

possible. 

 

Given the small number of program majors and minors, and the individualized nature of each plan of 

study, it has not been feasible to develop a Student Learning Outcome assessment plan for this degree 

program.  The Program Coordinator will work with the University Assessment Services to investigate 

methods of assessment that may work for Interdisciplinary Studies majors and minors. 

 

Review outcome.  The Academic Planning Committee, as a result of this review process, finds the B.A., 

B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies to be in Good Standing.  The Committee acknowledges that this degree 

provides a quality program for student’s specific needs.  Recent changes to the structure of the program 

strengthen this interdisciplinary degree. 

 

Recommendations.  The Academic Planning Committee makes the following recommendations to be 

addressed within the next regularly scheduled review cycle.   

 

 Work with University Assessment Services to investigate methods of assessment that may work for 

this unique program. 

 Continue efforts to strengthen awareness of the program. 

 Continue to strengthen relationship with the University Honors Program, with the goals of increasing 

Honors Program participation by IDS majors and minors as well as future IDS program coordination 

by the Honors Program staff. 

 Investigate possibility of separating the Human and Educational Services Sequence to a separate 

degree within the College of Education. 

 

  


