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Review of the Post Baccalaureate Certificate in 

the Teaching of Writing in High School/Middle School 

23.0401 

 

Introduction.  The Post-Baccalaureate Certificate in the Teaching of Writing in Middle/High Schools 

was developed in response to a need articulated by teachers across the state for increased support in the 

teaching of writing.  It responds to policy initiatives set by state and national agencies to improve teacher 

quality, as well as to the demonstrable need for improving student writing through better instruction.  

Drawing on both personal teaching experience and research in the area, faculty in English Education 

developed a program that is both rigorous and effective in meeting teachers’ needs for continuing 

education as well as their need to enhance their abilities to teach writing.  

 

Overview of academic unit.  The Department of English offers four degree programs: The B.A. in 

English, M.A., M.S. in English, M.A., M.S. in Writing, and Ph.D. in English Studies.  There are four 

minors offered in the unit: English, English Education, TESOL (Teaching English to Speakers of Other 

Languages), and Writing; the unit supports other interdisciplinary minors and the Department contributes 

significantly to the University’s General Education program.  The Department’s work in preparing 

students to read, write, and think critically in any context is central to the Mission of the University.  The 

Department of English is committed to an English Studies model that promotes an integration of the areas 

of English; literary, writing, and language study and is committed to offering students best practices in 

pedagogy.  

 

Overview of degree program.  The Post-Baccalaureate Graduate Certificate in the Teaching of Writing 

in High School/Middle School is designed for certified middle and high school teachers of any subject 

who are interested in pursuing study of current theory and practice in composition in an atmosphere 

emphasizing the special needs of the high school/middle school teacher.   

 

Curriculum of the certificate.  The curriculum is well-articulated and aligns with national standards.  

Additionally, it is flexible and up-to-date, particularly in the area of technological innovations in writing 

instruction.  Middle or Secondary Teacher Certification is required for admission to the certificate 

program.  The post-baccalaureate certificate is 18 hours of coursework with a focus on the pedagogy of 

grammar, using technology, and applying rhetoric and grammar in High School/Middle School settings. 

 

Faculty of the program.  Faculty participation in the program is currently limited to a few highly 

qualified faculty members with national reputations in the field.  The program will encourage greater 

participation through the new hire of an English Education colleague as well as through recruiting more 

faculty members from within the department with the requisite expertise. 

 

Program goals and quality measures.  The latest revision of the National Council of Teachers of 

English standards for the initial preparation of English Language Arts teachers (2003) includes multiple 

objectives that address the ability to critically evaluate nonprint media; the Post-Baccalaureate Certificate 

program addresses these standards and goes beyond them to include specific attention to the pedagogies 

surrounding the production and analysis of multimodal texts, and the theoretical and cultural bases for 

understanding plagiarism, intellectual property, and other issues of communicative ethics in the 

composing process. 

 

Moreover, recent policy initiatives such as No Child Left Behind and Race to the Top present particular 

challenges for English teachers, since writing instruction, though it affects every discipline, falls almost 

exclusively within their purview.  In order for teachers to be confident of their ability to instruct their 

students, they need continuing education and support as they encounter the increasing challenges of a 

changing population.  The program offers such support. 
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Changes in level of student demand.  Demand for the certificate has been relatively small but steady 

since its inception, with approximately three applicants per year and a current enrollment of 18 students.  

While teachers in Illinois are not required to get a Master’s degree, they are required to earn continuing 

education credits, an objective this program services.  Although the program stands alone, it has the 

additional goal of encouraging teachers to pursue higher education degrees in the field of English.  It has 

proven very effective in meeting that goal. 

 

Major changes in the program’s discipline, student demand, societal need, institutional context.  

The growth of New Media and Web communication platforms is changing the way culture uses language, 

and the implications for secondary students are enormous.  Texting and tweeting in particular deploy new 

syntactical structures that affect the way nascent writers perceive and produce written text and develop 

ideas and extended arguments.  Issues of plagiarism and copyright become complex with widespread 

Internet use, as do email politeness protocols and the ethics of social networking and privacy.  While the 

effects of these changes spread into all areas of academic and social life, the study of them belongs, 

analytically speaking, to the discipline of English Studies. 

 

Summary of the program’s student learning assessment plan.  An assessment plan will be developed 

that includes better tracking of demographic data of participants, as well as better accounting of student 

activity as a result of their participation in the program. Although there is data from the National Writing 

Project (NWP) that indicates significant improvement of student writing when they are instructed by 

NWP fellows, there is no local data to that effect, so research should be undertaken in this area and 

included in program assessment.  Formal assessment of the Certificate has yet to be implemented because 

of the nascent state of the program.  This is the task to which faculty will now turn. 

 

Accreditation from affiliated agency.  This program does not fall under any accreditation protocols. 

 

Description of actions taken since the last review including instructional resources and practices 

and curricular changes.  This is the first program review for the Post-Baccalaureate Certificate Program 

in the Teaching of Writing in High School/Middle School; consequently, there are no actions that were 

taken as a result of the previous program review. 

 

Major findings and recommendations and actions taken as a result of this review.  This review has 

revealed the need for a formal assessment structure.  Also, although the program is well served by its core 

faculty, more faculty members with requisite expertise should be encouraged to teach the six classes of 

the Certificate program.  Student surveys yielded positive responses, along with a call for a similar 

certificate program in the Teaching of Literature.  However, as resources in English Education become 

increasingly thinned by retirements and increasing undergraduate enrollments, the Department is not 

likely to implement such a program at this point.  

 

Review outcome.  The Academic Planning Committee, as a result of this review process, finds the Post-

Baccalaureate Certificate to be in Good Standing.  The Committee commends the program for developing 

the certificate to respond to a need for teachers specifically trained in pedagogy for English Studies. 

 

The program will work with University Assessment Services to develop an assessment plan for this 

program and submit this plan to the Provost’s Office by October 1, 2011. 
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Recommendations.  The Academic Planning Committee makes the following recommendations to be 

addressed within the next regularly scheduled review cycle.  

 

 Investigate alternate methods of course delivery responding to part-time students currently employed 

as teachers. 

 Investigate opportunities to partner with schools that have high minority enrollment. 

 

  


