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Review of the Master’s in English 

23.010 

 

Introduction.  The Master’s in English program at Illinois State University is unique among IBHE 

comparator programs in terms of its distinctive features which include its approach to an English Studies 

curriculum valuing both research and pedagogy; its five-tiered options of emphasis for students; its 

nationally recognized offerings in Children’s Literature; its Publications Unit which provides professional 

opportunities for creative-writing students; and its commitment to career and doctoral opportunities.  

Evidence of program excellence includes an integrated curriculum that is current with technological and 

global trends in the field; pedagogical development that provides students with an advantage over others 

upon graduation; internships that allow students to utilize coursework and provide networks and 

experience for jobs; a high level of alumni satisfaction with preparation and placement; an increased 

number of publications, performances, professional presentations, and awards by graduate students during 

their course of study; and sustained high quality and quantity of graduate faculty scholarly contributions 

to the field and excellence in pedagogy. 

 

Overview of academic unit.  The Department of English offers four degree programs: The B.A. in 

English, M.A., M.S. in English, M.A., M.S. in Writing, and Ph.D. in English Studies.  There are four 

minors offered in the unit: English, English Education, TESOL (Teaching English to Speakers of Other 

Languages), and Writing; the unit supports other interdisciplinary minors and the Department contributes 

significantly to the University’s General Education program.  The Department’s work in preparing 

students to read, write, and think critically in any context is central to the Mission of the University.  The 

Department of English is committed to an English Studies model that promotes an integration of the areas 

of English; literary, writing, and language study and to offering students best practices in pedagogy. 

 

Overview of degree program.  The Master’s in English program is an English Studies model that 

explores the interactions among Rhetoric, Literary and Cultural Studies, Linguistics, Critical Theory, 

Writing and Pedagogy.  One course, ENG 401: Introduction to Graduate Study, an introduction to 

bibliography, methodology, critical evaluation of scholarship and recent developments in theory and 

criticism in the fields of English Studies is required for all students.  Both a comprehensive examination 

or a portfolio and a thesis option are offered and the typical program is approximately 33 semester hours. 

 

Curriculum of the Master’s in English.  The Department offers both a Master of Arts and a Master of 

Science with the major difference being the Master of Arts program requires second-year college 

proficiency in a language or the passing of a foreign language proficiency exam.  The curriculum is 

designed to serve the needs of teachers, prospective teachers, and individuals who wish to develop 

knowledge and understanding of literature, language, writing, and other areas.  Program options include a 

comprehensive examination or a thesis.   

 

Faculty of the degree program.  The English faculty represents a diverse cultural and varied discipline-

based faculty that contributes significantly to an increasingly global oriented population.  A priority for 

the Department in hiring new faculty members is to advertise in publications that reach underrepresented 

and diverse populations.  Numerous national and University teaching awards have been given to program 

faculty and student and alumni response indicate quality instruction as one of the program’s strengths.  

The faculty is productive in publications of scholarly work in peer-reviewed journals and in presentations 

at national and international conferences.  English faculty members have won numerous University 

awards in research and the Strand Diversity Award, and two are University Distinguished Professors.  

Many program faculty members participate in University initiatives such as the University Honors 

Program, the American Democracy Project, the First-Year Experience, and the Scholarship of Teaching 

and Learning.   
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Program goals and quality measures.  Since the last program review, the program has added a TESOL 

Certificate and various courses in writing and assessment, Native American literature, and creative-

writing pedagogy.  Beginning in fall 2010, the Department will revisit the graduate curriculum to track 

how these new and existing courses are in line with the Department’s recent Strategic Plan, and how they 

will be assessed.  The recruitment and retention of diverse domestic and international students continue as 

a priority.  The Department will increase civic engagement efforts through the institution of direct public 

outreach in the form of short courses, workshops, scholarly presentations and readings; by contacting 

alumni to assist in student recruitment; by calling on alumni and others to contribute their professional 

expertise to student travel funds and to research opportunities; and by consulting with the Alumni 

Advisory Board. 

 

Changes in level of student demand.  Student demand for the Master’s in English program has remained 

strong.  The uniqueness of the Department’s program, particularly its commitment to, and reputation for, 

offering students best practices in pedagogy, is the primary draw to the Master of Arts program option.  

The Department has consciously limited the number of students it funds by increasing its standards for 

admission.  The recent recruitment efforts have focused on an inclusive and greater representation of 

underrepresented and international groups.   

 

Major changes in the program’s discipline, student demand societal need, institutional context.  The 

two most significant changes in the overall field since the last program review are the increased visibility 

of technology in English Studies and the movement toward globalization in all areas of English Studies.  

The program has responded to these changes through student and faculty recruitment, updates to the 

curriculum, and continual support of faculty whose areas of expertise have expanded.  Since the last 

program review, student demand for the program as measured by applications has doubled.  Enrollments 

over the review period have declined due to the increasing competitiveness of the program and the limited 

number of new Master’s students funded on half assistantships. 

 

Summary of the program’s student learning assessment plan.  By the end of their course of study, 

students are expected to be able to demonstrate the following traits and abilities: engagement with 

cultural, global, and economic contexts; writing, reading, technological, and oral communication skills 

that prepare students to participate in their chosen fields; theoretical and content information appropriate 

to the student’s area of focus and the ability to articulate the importance of those ideas; ability to 

historicize and contextualize areas of study; research and bibliographic methods commensurate with the 

student’s field; an appreciation of the public role of the academy and the ability to participate in the public 

arena professionally and ethically.  Additionally, the Department has articulated a series of objectives 

specific to the five areas of focus within the Master’s in English program.  The program assesses these 

traits and abilities through requirements, including formal coursework and the student’s choice of a 

comprehensive exam, a thesis, or a portfolio.  The program will also assess its effectiveness through a 

recently instituted series of entrance and exit surveys for students as well as faculty surveys that will be a 

part of the exam, thesis, and portfolio evaluation process.  These new methods of assessment will prove 

useful in determining the current effectiveness of the program as well as how the program performs over 

time. 

 

Accreditation from affiliated agency.  The Master’s in English program does not receive a discipline 

related accreditation.   

 

Description of actions taken since the last review including instructional resources and practices 

and curricular changes.  The Graduate Committee increased its efforts to improve the diversity of the 

graduate student population.  The Department has continued to seek ways of supporting graduate student 

involvement in national conferences and regional forums to involve students in professional networking.  

One of the most significant curricular changes made as a result of assessments since the last program 
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review was to create an option in which students can take either comprehensive examinations or write a 

Master’s thesis.  The Master’s comprehensive exam structure itself was changed as a result of curricular 

assessments since the last program review.  The Master’s in English foci in Creative Writing, Children’s 

Literature, and TESOL were revised to better serve students choosing to study in these areas. 

 

Major findings and recommendations and actions taken as a result of this review.  As a result of this 

review, the Department will seek resources to increase the level of support and size of the program; 

continue to increase the quality and quantity of the applicant pool and improve the yield record; increase 

efforts to recruit students from underrepresented groups; increase the level of financial support for 

students to present work at conferences; continue to assess changes in the Master’s comprehensive 

examination and open discussion of curricular revisions.   

 

Review Outcome.  The Academic Planning Committee, as a result of this review process, finds the 

Master’s in English to be in Good Standing.  Committee members commend the program for the high 

quality of students and the travel support provided by the Department.  The increase in the number of 

400-level courses contributes to the academic rigor of the degree.  The Committee also commends the 

program for its work with University Assessment Services to develop and initiate a useful assessment 

plan and encourages the program to utilize the plan for program improvement.   

 

Recommendations.  The Academic Planning Committee makes the following recommendations to be 

addressed within the next regularly scheduled review cycle.  

 

 Work closely with the Milner Library subject specialist to develop greater degree-specific integration 

of library resources in the program.   

 

  


