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Vision, Mission, Values Statement-Areas of Strategic Focus 
 

Illinois State University’s strategic plan Educate, Connect, Elevate 2018-2023 and the Wonsook Kim 
College of Fine Arts strategic plan 2018-2023 have guided the College’s activity, accomplishments, and 
productivity in FY21. To serve as an introduction to the College, its Vision Statement, Mission Statement, 
Values Statement, and Areas of Strategic Focus are included below: 
 
Vision Statement  
The Wonsook Kim College of Fine Arts fosters creative living and aspires to be a leader in the 
preparation of world-class artists, performers, scholars, teachers, and therapists through pedagogic and 
creative excellence.  
 
Mission Statement  
Invigorated by creative discourse and diversity of opinion, the Wonsook Kim College of Fine Arts 
advances the arts within a global context. Through collaboration, applied learning, and artistic practice, 
the College fosters curiosity and critical thinking to illuminate the human experience. Our creative and 
intellectual endeavors enrich the quality of life of the university, the community, and beyond.  
 
Values Statement  
The Wonsook Kim College of Fine Arts shares Illinois State University’s commitment to the pursuit of 
learning and scholarship, individualized attention, diversity and inclusion, integrity, respect, 
collaboration, and civic engagement as expressed in Educate, Connect, Elevate. These core values are 
central to the University and the College as they influence and guide our priorities and plans.  
 
Pursuit of Learning and Scholarship: The College works with students, as partners, in their educational 
development to contribute new knowledge and creative expression as lifelong learners.  
Individualized Attention: The College fosters an educational process that recognizes each student as an 
individual with unique creative and intellectual potential.  
Diversity: The College commits to building an inclusive community founded on respect and dignity for all 
people, cutting across the lines of economics, race, age, ability, gender, sexuality, and identity.  
Integrity: The College works to ensure the highest level of academic quality and integrity, and requires 
ethical standards of our administration, faculty, staff, and students. 
Civic Engagement: As a bridge to the community, the College prepares informed and engaged artists 
and scholars who promote quality of life for all citizens through collaborative and individual action.  
 
Areas of Strategic Focus  
Strategic Focus 1: Enrich Academic and Artistic Excellence 
Strategic Focus 2: Foster a Diverse and Inclusive Environment 
Strategic Focus 3: Enhance Student Success through Enrollment, Retention, and Civic Engagement 
Strategic Focus 4: Expand and Promote Research and Creative Scholarship  
Strategic Focus 5: Improve Teaching and Learning Spaces and Infrastructure  
Strategic Focus 6: Strengthen Alumni and Friend Engagement and Development  
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Strategic Focus 7: Create a Unified Voice for the College in Print and Social Media Publications 
 

I.  Wonsook Kim College of Fine Arts Accomplishments and Productivity for FY21 
 
FY21 has been especially challenging for the Wonsook Kim College of Fine Arts due to the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic. Fine Arts disciplines, including Art, Music, Theatre, Dance, and Creative 
Technologies, are practice-based and require faculty and students to work in close proximity and 
collaborate with others as they demonstrate techniques; rehearse and perform; build and exhibit; 
choreograph and act; and critique and present. Even students majoring in Creative Technologies rely on 
close physical interaction while working in teams to explore ideas and design prototypes for their sound, 
game, and media projects. 
 
During spring 2020, fall 2020, and spring 2021, the majority of fine arts faculty transitioned their courses 
to an online or hybrid format. This approach worked best for students enrolled in the Creative 
Technologies Program. For the Wonsook Kim School of Art, School of Music, and School of Theatre and 
Dance faculty and students, the adjustment was more difficult. For example, students were not allowed 
to sing in person for choirs (fall semester) or perform in an orchestra or other large ensemble. Faculty 
took risks to transition existing courses and practices to a virtual format, knowing that students were 
missing out on “real life” applications of their work. In addition, students could not engage with live 
audiences at the Center for the Performing Arts, Ewing Cultural Center, University Galleries, and other 
performance and exhibition spaces. For a college that normally offers over 300 public events during a 
calendar year, this has been not only a disadvantage for the students, but for the campus and larger 
Central Illinois community as well. Hopefully, the past three “COVID” semesters will have served as an 
opportunity for us to “rethink and retool,” leading to new ways of thinking about curriculum, modes of 
course delivery, and the future of arts practice. 
 
Two major events moved the Wonsook Kim College of Fine Arts forward in FY21. First, the initial funding 
from the Wonsook Kim $12M gift was received and applied. Three Wonsook Kim School of Art faculty 
members, Tyler Lotz, Ladan Bahmani, and Lea Cline, were awarded 2-year endowed professorships in 
honor of Professors Emeriti Harold Boyd, Harold Gregor, and Ken Holder. The professorships support 
faculty development (including travel, equipment), teaching, research, and creative activities.  
 
The awarded professorships have already made an impact, funding the purchase of a hydraulic clay 
press that Lotz plans to use in a new course titled, “Digital Clay,” where students will learn advanced 
processes toward the creation of studio pottery and ceramic sculpture using new technology; enabling 
Bahmani, whose research is on the concept of translation and language in the context of visual 
communication, to expand her research with emerging technologies and trends and establish a stronger 
connection between Illinois State students and the professional design community in the form of 
lectures and workshops that will offer broad and diverse perspectives, and providing Cline the 
opportunity to give two virtual presentations about her research on Roman archeology and art history.  
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Wonsook Kim’s gift to the College to support the purchase of 12 pianos from Steinway & Sons (3 Classic 
Grand pianos, 8 Boston uprights, and 1 Roland digital piano) for the School of Music was also received in 
FY21. The pianos will be purchased and delivered in summer 2021.  
 
This purchase will replace insufficient pianos as well as add needed pianos to the School of Music 
inventory, establishing Illinois State University as a Steinway School – the first public University in Illinois 
to receive this designation. 
 
The second major event involved facilities. After several years, the College’s internal leadership team 
(Jean Miller, Sara Semonis, Laura Primozic George, and directors) resumed planning for the $61.9M Fine 
Arts Complex Rehabilitation Project with the Ratio and HGA architectural firms and ISU Facilities 
Planning & Construction. Over summer and fall 2020 and spring 2021, the facilities meetings were 
intensive, with planning for temporary “swing” spaces during construction (2022-2024) and determining 
and assigning space allocations. The swing is anticipated to be an all-hands on deck situation for faculty, 
staff, and students, requiring the College, schools, and programs to relocate classrooms, equipment-
dense rooms, administration suites, and some faculty and staff offices for 1-2 years. New construction 
will break ground in May 2022 in three locations: the School of Music’s addition to the Center for the 
Performing Arts, a Commons Building to replace the existing Centennial West, and an addition to the 
Center for the Visual Arts for the 3D disciplines. 
 

Strategic Focus I: Enrich Academic and Artistic Excellence (Educate, Connect, Elevate, Strategic 
Direction IV: Enrich Engagement) 
 

Selected list of curricular changes to enhance and expand menu of options for students: 
 
Musical Theatre Sequence  
The curriculum for the new sequence in Musical Theatre was submitted in fall 2020. It was reviewed by 
the University Curriculum Committee in late January 2021. 
 
Acting Sequence Revision  
Revised curriculum for the sequence in Acting was submitted in fall 2020. It was reviewed by the 
University Curriculum Committee in late January 2021. Changes to the sequence support the integration 
of voice and movement skills for young actors and create an opportunity for students to specialize later 
in the curriculum in voice or movement/combat.   
 
Stage Combat Minor 
New curriculum for a minor in Stage Combat was submitted in fall 2020. It was reviewed by the 
University Curriculum Committee in late January 2021. While the minor will initially serve actors, it also 
presents great opportunities for collaboration with the Creative Technologies program’s Game Design 
curriculum for motion capture.  
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400-level Courses 
The Production Design & Technology area completed several curriculum proposals to create 400-level 
complements to existing 300-level courses that had been approved for graduate credit. 
 
Change the Title of the Design/Production Sequence 
This title change signals a shift in the trajectory of the area. The new title, Production Design & 
Technology, reflects the need to attract students motivated by their interests in technology and 
embraces collaboration with the Creative Technologies Program. It is similar to programs at peer 
institutions, such as Design and Technology at Ball State University; Design, Technology, and 
Management at UIUC; and a Theatre Technology option with design focus in The Theatre School at 
DePaul University. 
 
Assessment 
School of Theatre and Dance assessment of the undergraduate curriculum continues, and many of the 
curriculum changes that will happen in 2020-2021 and 2021-2022 are a direct result of the assessment 
process and informed by it. 
 
New Program 
The Creative Technologies Game Design Sequence was launched and promoted. The new Game Design 
major and minor sequence passed through the University Curriculum Committee with 10 new Game-
specific courses, including Games and Society, Business of Games, Analytics and User Studies. Initial 
curriculum was introduced in fall 2020 with full options available beginning fall 2021. 
 

Selected list of academic enrichment activities, guest artists, and accomplishments: 
 

• The School of Theatre and Dance had 8 student actors advance to the semi-finals in the Region 3 
Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival. Five students advanced to the final round 
with three students receiving awards, including one student winning the Irene Ryan Acting 
Scholarship award and advancing to the national competition in Washington, D.C.  
 
Additionally one designer advanced to the final round; one stage manager advanced to the final 
round; one ASPIRE Arts Leadership and Management student advanced to the final round. Three 
total students advanced to the national competition that will be hosted at Kennedy Center 
Washington, DC competition (see below). 
 

o Outstanding Dramaturgy for a Virtual Production – Hayley Brenner 
o Outstanding Digital Dramaturgy Website – Hayley Brenner 
o SDC National Student Directing Fellowship Award (advancing to Washington, D.C.) – 

Maria Farias 
o Design Storm, Honorable mention for Scenery Design – Jess Freeman 
o Stagecraft Institute of Las Vegas Award – Michael Mason 
o Theatrical Design Excellence: Scene Design (advancing to Washington, D.C.) – Michael 

 Mason 
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o Selectors’ Award for Comedy – Emily Franke 
o Selectors’ Award for Drama – Bri Golden 
o Irene Ryan Acting Scholarship Award Recipient (advancing to Washington, D.C.) – 

 Terrence Mayfield 
 

• 79 School of Music students were enrolled in ISU’s Honors Program in AY 2020-2021. 
 

• The Illinois Shakespeare Festival offered 6 differently themed virtual camps in FY21. Four 
Theatre Education students were employed as teaching assistants at the camps. 

 

• Music and Creative Technologies Associate Professor Roy Magnuson developed VR learning 
experiences for students and positioned the College to be an emerging leader on campus with 
developing virtual reality projects and game design programming. 

 

• The MFA Biennial Exhibition at University Galleries showcased the work of 15 Wonsook Kim 
School of Art MFA students, both in person and online. Students created online performances 
and workshops to accompany the exhibition. 
 

• School of Art faculty teaching photography, drawing, art education, visual culture, and advanced 
studio art incorporated artist Jen Bervin’s work from University Galleries into their curriculum 
(13 courses). Art Education graduate students co-presented at the Illinois Education Association 
Conference with University Galleries Curator of Education Tanya Scott. 

 

• The Peoria Guild of Black Artists presented multi-media works, poems, and performances at 
University Galleries. 

 

• The School of Art and University Galleries continued to support the Student Art Gallery at the 
Central Illinois Regional Airport (CIRA) by exhibiting student artworks. 

 

• School of Theatre and Dance faculty, staff, and students hosted many virtual guest artists, 
including Tyrone Phillips (founding director of Definition Theatre in Chicago), William Gill 
(Chicago-based dancer and choreographer), Franky D. Gonzalez (inaugural recipient of the 
Crossroads Project’s Diverse Voices Playwriting Initiative). 

 

• The Illinois Shakespeare Festival (ISF) contracted with actors to record Shakespeare monologues 
that were made available summer and fall 2020, resulting in 20 videos. Artistic Director John 
Stark hosted virtual interviews with the actors. 81 hours of viewer engagement were recorded, a 
393% increase over 2019. Theatre students were engaged with these actors as mentors, and the 
videos are used as teaching tools. 

 

• The Big Red Marching Machine (BRMM), Wind Symphony, and other School of Music 
ensembles, Graphic Design’s Design Streak Studio, Black Actor’s League, and RSOs met virtually 
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to work together and offer rehearsals, concerts, productions, and critiques.  
 

• The 36th Annual Printmakers’ Exhibition and Sale was held virtually in FY21.  
 

• Patrice Eaton, mezzo-soprano, and Kyle Walker, piano (New York City) presented “Harlem 
Sings,” a recital for students and faculty. 

 

• Dr. Martin Bresnick, Yale School of Music, was the featured guest composer at ISU’s RED NOTE 
New Music Festival. Guest ensembles Left Coast Chamber Ensemble, San Francisco, and ONIX 
Ensamble, Mexico, along with Dr. Bresnick and the ISU Music Composition Faculty, lead an 
online Composition Workshop, bringing this year’s Red Note New Music Festival to audiences 
worldwide. 

 

• Dr. Phil Ewell, Hunter College, CUNY, presented a lecture, “How we got here? Where to next? 
Examining Assimilationism in American Music Studies.”  
 

• Jon McCullough-Benner, Milwaukee Symphony Principal Bass, offered a Bass master class. 
 

• Judith Saxton, North Carolina School of the Arts, offered a Trumpet master class and Alexander 
Technique workshop for Brass faculty and students. 

 

• Preston Shepard, The Master’s University, gave a lecture, “Software-based Recording, Editing, 
and Mixing,” to Brass faculty and students 

 

• Sarah Montzka, Music Institute of Chicago, presented an interactive session on Viola and 
history, literature, and performers to students and faculty. 

 

• Timothy Edwards, Columbia College, Chicago, lectured on strategies for composing video game 
music. 

 

• Dr. Paul Kenyon, Olivet Nazarene University, presented the lecture “Performing with Poise.”  
 

• Dr. Erin Ellis, West Virginia University, presented a “D’all Abaco Caprices for Solo Cello,” lecture.  
 

• Ian MacKaye, Washington DC’s Dischord Records, gave a guest lecture on music business. 
 

Strategic Focus 2: Foster a Diverse and Inclusive Environment (Educate, Connect, Elevate, 
Strategic Direction III: Nurture Diversity and Inclusion) 
 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion remain among the highest priorities for the College. Selected examples of 
initiatives and progress include: 
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• The School of Theatre and Dance (SoTD), School of Music, and the Wonsook Kim School of Art 
each created DEI Committees to address issues and plan initiatives within their units. A College 
Council DEI Committee was formed by the dean, chaired by SoTD Director Ann Haugo and 
Associate Dean Sara Semonis. The College Council DEI Committee includes faculty, staff, and 
students as members. These committees met virtually in FY21 and are creating tools to 
determine college climate and next steps. 

 

• The College was involved with the Growth Change Initiative, with Assistant Professor Kristin 
Carlson and Associate Dean Sara Semonis as the WKCFA representatives to link Growth Change 
Team professional development activities to the College. Carlson and Semonis prioritized 
diversity, equity, and inclusion (FITE Dimension-Classroom Climate and Culture) as the top 
priority this year and hosted six professional development opportunities for college faculty and 
staff. This initiative gave the College’s DEI efforts momentum and focus. 

 

• University Galleries FY21: 8 of the 9 solo exhibitions featured women or LGBTQ artists, with 4 of 
those exhibitions including women artists with international backgrounds. Of the 19 artists 
exhibited in An Infinite and Omnivorous Sky, the majority are women and/or are from 
traditionally underrepresented backgrounds (LGBTQ, African-American, Peruvian, Iranian-
American, Mexican-Canadian, Egyptian, and Indian). The director and senior curator Kendra 
Paitz organized solo exhibitions addressing the aftermath of war in the Middle East; immigration 
and labor rights; and inclusive spaces for the LGBTQ community. Panel discussions and an artist 
performance about LGBTQ rights, pronoun usage, and transitioning issues were held for 
students and the public. 

 

• Music Professor Oforiwaa Aduonum and cello instructor Cora Swenson led a 4-part 
“decolonization” discussion series for students in spring 2021. "Is Music a Universal Language?: 
Decoding the role of music in inter-cultural communication" (EDI initiative). 

 

• Korean alumna Wonsook Kim donated 34 works to the College’s permanent collection. Ms. Kim 
also shared copies of her newly published book, In the Garden, with faculty, graduate students, 
and staff. 

 

• University Galleries partnered with the Wonsook Kim School of Art to organize and present the 
first Matter Family Distinguished Artist Lecture, which featured Njideka Akunyili Crosby. 

 

• The College continues to enhance its Wonsook Kim School of Art and Shanghai Normal 
University’s Tianhua College (Graphic Design) collaborative partnership. Fall 2020 was intended 
to receive the first Tianhua cohort on the ISU campus. Due to the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic, the cohort was taught by ISU faculty online, with plans to welcome/host the next 
cohort on campus in fall 2021. 
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Strategic Focus 3: Enhance Student Success through Enrollment, Retention, and Civic 
Engagement (Educate, Connect, Elevate, Strategic Direction I: Enhance Strength and Stability)  
 

Enrollment and Retention:  
 
The College’s enrollment increased from 1,155 undergraduate majors and graduate students in FY19 to 
1,238 in FY20. In FY21 the College anticipated this trend to continue, but due to the coronavirus (COVID-
19) pandemic, enrollment decreased by 44 students. This is not surprising since the fine arts disciplines 
depend largely on auditions for admission, face-to face lessons and demonstrations, and student 
ensemble work and collaborative productions. Virtual courses were offered in FY21, but did not provide 
the level of intensive training students have come to expect from the Wonsook Kim College of Fine Arts. 
 
Total College Enrollment from fall 2015-fall 2020 

CFA* 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Ugrad     942      945      979   1,016   1,091      1,043  

Grad     149      143      146      139      147         151  

TOTAL  1,091   1,088   1,125   1,155   1,238      1,194  

       
 
The College is pleased that retention and the number of fine art students graduating has 
increased. Faculty and advisors have made great efforts to retain students. 58 more students 
graduated in FY20. Hopefully, that trend will continue in FY21. 
 
Graduated Students 2015-2020 

YEAR COLLEGE TOTAL 

2014 - 2015 241 

2015 - 2016 266 

2016 - 2017 265 

2017 - 2018 264 

2018 - 2019 263 

2019 - 2020 321 

  
 
In fall 2021, the new Game Design sequence in the Creative Technologies Program will be available to 
students. Faculty are also marketing VR and other technology-rich options to prospective students. This 
expanded menu, as well as a Music Production sequence being developed, is anticipated to attract new 
and continuing students across campus for FY22. 
 
Students graduating from the Creative Technologies Program enjoy a high career placement rate. 
Recent graduates hold these positions. 
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• Website coordinator and pursuing MS degree in Information Systems 

• Production coordinator for Freeman Audio in Chicago  

• Lighting designer at the Castle Theatre  

• Graphic artist in Chicago, working on billboards and augmented reality applications  

• Multimedia specialist at a cultural art gallery  

• Front-end web developer for an online retail company  

• Senior manager of Mobile App Product Development at American Express  

• Graphic artist at Soho Myriad  

• Video editor for a marketing and media company in Portland, Oregon  

• Full stack developer and technical architect  

• Multimedia designer at Fuseneo 

• Graphic web designer and photographer at Vivid Studios, Inc.  

• Email newsletter manager for Lee Enterprises (newspaper industry)  

• Technology specialist for Federal Government  

• User interface designer at a tech company in Chicago  

• Marketing coordinator at Follett  

• Game design level designer for Gears of War  

• Graphic designer in Springfield - Social media accounts for businesses, graphics, small videos  

• Producer/engineer/editor for a podcast company in Los Angeles  

• Executive producer for a radio station in Chicago  

• Video producer at not-for-profit and owns own photography business  

• Accessibility specialist at Chase and taking HCI courses at DePaul University with work education 
benefits  

• Digital designer for chain of auto dealerships - web management, photography, video, design, 
and e-blasts  

• Web developer at digital marketing company and an active musician  

• Designer at Volition Game Company, Champaign, Illinois  

• Marketing director at VOLO, Ormond Beach, Florida  

• Marketing and digital coordinator, Caterpillar, Inc., Peoria, Illinois  

• User experience specialist, Caterpillar, Inc., Peoria, Illinois  

• Designer, Nike, Chicago, Illinois  

• Interactive design at Land’s End, Dodgeville, Wisconsin 

• Programming SiriusXM at NPR, Chicago, Illinois  

• Audio and video engineer at PSAV Global, Schiller Park, Illinois  

• Sound tech at Legacy Audio, Springfield, Illinois 

• Production technician at Crystal Entertainment, Champaign, Illinois  

• Graphic designer at A Perfect Event, Chicago, Illinois 
 
After several years of declining enrollment, there was growth in the School of Theatre and Dance in 
FY21. External transfers doubled for fall 2020. FTIC applications were slightly higher. The director and 
advisor are exploring the reason for this growth as they plan for FY22. The assistant director and faculty 
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in the School of Theatre and Dance are working with alumni in the Chicagoland area to reach out to 
private and CPS high schools for student recruitment for fall 2021. 
 
School of Music enrollment declined (392) from an all-time high of 411 students in FY20. There was a 
slight increase in graduate enrollment in FY21 (MM-58, MME-17). Fall census data does not capture the 
20 MME online graduate students enrolled in the summers. There are also 2 students in the INTO 
Pathway program that will matriculate into the School of Music in the future. 
 
The Art, Music, Theatre and Dance Education programs are experiencing growth. Since fall 2016 Art 
Education has increased enrollment from 37 to 92 students. Graphic Design enrollment has increased 
from 24 to 151 students since fall 2015. 
 

Selected list of civic and community-engaged activities 
 

• The Digital Measures Community and Civic Engagement Report lists the FY21 TT faculty 
submissions for the School of Music as of December 1, 2020. The selected list includes 
community partners, professional service, and public service. It provides a civic and community 
engagement academic snapshot of the College’s productivity.  

 

• To support the College’s civic engagement profile in the community and beyond, University 
Galleries began leading virtual exhibition tours via Zoom. In addition to those for ISU courses, 
University Galleries staff conducted virtual tours for University of Wisconsin-Madison; Illinois 
Wesleyan University; University of Pittsburgh Bradford; Bloomington High School; Franklin 
Middle School, Wheaton, Illinois; and individuals in California, Missouri, Connecticut, and Illinois.  
 

• University Galleries partnered with Bloomington High School to organize and lead their third 
year of the Teen Art Group.  
 

• Staff members Lisa Lofgren, Jessica Bingham, and Tanya Scott co-presented at the McLean 
County Museum of History’s summer camp program. Curator of Education Tanya Scott served as 
the Museum and Gallery Events liaison for the Illinois Art Education Association.  
 

• Arts professionals who met with the Central Illinois Teen Art Group in FY21 included Erin 
Hayden, Chicago-based alumna artist; Sercan Şengün, ISU Assistant Professor of Creative 
Technologies-Game Design; Kantara Souffrant, ISU Assistant Professor of Global and Non-
Western Art; and Roy Magnuson, ISU Assistant Professor of Music Theory and Composition.  

 

• University Galleries worked closely with Town of Normal Facilities and Energy Management and 
ISU Facilities to safely reopen University Galleries to the public in August 2020 and continued its 
partnership with the Town of Normal Children’s Discovery Museum to present Art Around You, a 
series of virtual exhibition tours and workshops. 
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• Kendra Paitz was invited to participate in the Town of Normal discussion and planning meetings 
about the development of a public art program.  

 

• Curator of Education Tanya Scott collaborated with the Normal Public Library to create a digital 
escape room for the Town of Normal virtual Sweet Corn and Circus Festival.  

 

Strategic Focus 4: Expand and Promote Research and Creative Scholarship (Educate, Connect, 
Elevate, Strategic Direction II: Foster Innovation) 
 

• The Wonsook Kim College of Fine Arts is proud of its faculty and their accomplishments and 
awards. Below is a selected list of faculty awards and recognition in FY21. 

• Associate Professor Justin Vickers (Music) received a Fulbright U.S. Scholar Program Award in 
2020 to conduct research at University of Surrey, Guildford, in the United Kingdom. His plans 
include conducting research at the BBC Written Archives, Archives of the Royal Opera House, 
and the Britten-Pears Foundation, and completing the manuscript for his extensive monograph 
The Aldeburgh Festival of Music and the Arts: A History of the Britten and Pears Era, 1948-1986 
(The Boydell Press). Due to the coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic, this award and residency was 
postponed to late FY21 and FY22. 
 

• Assistant Professor Nathania Rubin (Art) was awarded the University Creative Activity Initiative 
Award. 
 

• Professor Oforiwaa Aduonum (Music) was awarded the University Outstanding Creative Activity 
Award. 
 

• Professor Tyler Lotz (Art) was awarded the University Outstanding Creative Activity Award. 
 

• Assistant Professor Sercan Şengün (Art, Creative Technologies) was awarded the University 
Research Initiative Award. 
 

• 6 tenured faculty members applied for sabbaticals in FY21 for AY2021-2022. All were approved 
(Wille, Briggs, Duce, Price, Smith, Vought). 
 

• Assistant Professor Sercan Şengün (Art, Creative Technologies) published “A Case Study of Local 
Video Game Producers Versus Local Gamer Communities” in Tolga Hepdinçler and Hasan Kemal 
Süher (eds.) Creative Industries in Turkey; “Immersiveness and Usability in VR: A Comparative 
Study of Monstrum and Fruit Ninja” in Barbaros Bostan (ed.) Game User Experience and Player-
Centered Design; “Integrate: A Digital Game for Testing Conformity in Decision Making” in 
Barbaros Bostan (ed.) Game User Experience and Player-Centered Design; and “The Relationship 
Between Cohesive Game Design and Player Immersion: A case study of original versus reboot 
Thief” in Barbaros Bostan (ed.) Game User Experience and Player-Centered Design. 
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Şengün also submitted a National Endowment for the Arts grant proposal, Gamespective, in the 
amount of $98,223 (January 2021). 
 

• Assistant Professor of Art History Saskia Beranek published The Agency of Portrayal: The Active 
Portrait in the Early Modern Period and In Challenging Women and Agency in the Early Modern 
World, ed. Merry Wiesner-Hanks. Amsterdam University Press, 2021.  
 

• Professor of Art Education Judith Briggs was named a 2020 Illinois Art Education Association 
Distinguished Member Award. 
 

• Associate Professor of Art History Lea Cline published Oxford Handbook of Roman Imagery and 
Iconography, co-edited with Nathan Elkins. Oxford University Press.  
 

• Associate Professor of Art Andreas Fischer was invited to have a January solo exhibition at 
Goldfinch Gallery in Chicago. 
 

• Professor of Photography Jin Lee (Art) was a Visiting Artist at Harvard University, University of 
Illinois - Chicago, Columbia College, and the School of the Art Institute of Chicago.  
 

• Assistant Professor of Art Nathania Rubin’s animation, Crowded, was screened in the 
Tokyo International Short Film Festival and was awarded the Best Experimental Animation. 
 

• Associate Professor of Graphic Design Archana Shekara presented her research at Typography 
Day conference, Typographic Dialogues: Local-Global Applied Science Private University, 
Amman, Jordan. 

 

Strategic Focus 5: Improve Teaching and Learning Spaces and Infrastructure (Educate, Connect, 
Elevate, Strategic Direction I: Enhance Strength and Stability) 
 

During summer 2020 and part of fall 2020, the associate dean, facilities planning coordinator and staff, 
directors, and university support personnel made extraordinary efforts to put coronavirus (COVID -19) 
safety measures in place. This involved installing plexiglass, signage, hand sanitizer, and wayfinding 
tools. Additional cleaning occurred regularly throughout the day. 

The following projects were completed: 

• Live Stream capabilities were installed in the Center for the Performing Arts Concert Hall and 
Theatre; Westhoff Theatre; and Kemp Recital Hall. This enabled those performance venues to 
live stream student lessons and recitals, concerts, theatre and dance productions, and guest 
artist performances. 
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• The scene shop floors were replaced for both bays in Centennial East due to safety concerns.  
 

• Plans were completed to renovate CVA 140 for Game Design classes. 

• CFA-IT tested, modified, and implemented Microsoft Bookings to manage safe practice room 
reservations for the School of Music, and to assist with patron reservation access to the 
University Galleries. 
 

• CFA-IT made a mass purchase and safe distribution of webcams, microphones, and other A/V 
equipment to faculty/staff for remote instruction and off-campus work (due to COVID-19). 
 
 

• CFA-IT participated in a coordinated campus-wide 3D printing effort that supplied 1,000 face 

shields to McLean County Emergency Agency and Illinois State University in response to wide-

spread shortages. 

 

• CFA-IT assisted with moving some lab classes to use of a Citrix environment for use of virtual lab 

computers (remote.illinoisstate.edu) 

 

• CFA-IT reconstructed operational procedures and policies for shifting work environment focus 
from on-campus to off-campus/remote office set ups. This includes the move of faculty and staff 
to Zoom, Jabber, Cisco, and other mobile-friendly tools and resources. 
 

• Working with Facilities Planning and Construction, plans and a schedule were created for the 
$3M project to renovate restrooms in the Center for the Visual Arts and Centennial East. 
 

The dean, associate dean, and college’s facilities planning coordinator participated in weekly meetings 
with Ratio and HGA architectural firms and ISU Facilities Planning & Construction and the ISU design 
team. Additional meetings were held each week with the College’s directors and faculty groups to 
discuss specific parts of the project. Significant time was spent each week for the associate dean, 
facilities planning coordinator, and ISU design team to plan the temporary space necessary for units 
during the construction phases. 
 

Strategic Focus 6: Strengthen Alumni and Friend Engagement and Development (Educate, 
Connect, Elevate, Strategic Direction I: Enhance Strength and Stability) 
 

• The Redbirds Rising Campaign came to an end in early FY21. The Wonsook Kim College of Fine 
Arts was very successful and met 195% of its goal. The final calculation for the Wonsook Kim 
College of Fine Arts donor gifts since my start date of July 2015 is $24,354,429. 
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OVERALL WKCFA PRODUCTION: (through December 7, 2020) 
FY16:                   $1,072,295.36 
FY17:                   $5,369,047.94 
FY18:                   $2,041,275.42 
FY19:                   $13,189,597.52 
FY20:                   $1,012,252.08 
FY21 to date:       $187,153.80 
 
 
WKCFA ANNUAL GIVING PRODUCTION: (through December 7, 2020) 
FY16:                   $211,046 
FY17:                   $242,598 
FY18:                   $290,675 
FY19:                   $308,528 
FY20:                   $356,777 
FY21 to date:       $73,183 

 

• In FY20 and FY21, School of Music Band Director Tony Marinello and Mrs. Marlene Dietz worked 
with Jillian Nelson in University Advancement to raise funds for the 300+ student Big Red 
Marching Machine (BRMM) uniforms. $73,288 in donor gifts were raised. That amount was 
added to $78,738 in funding from the President’s budget. The new uniforms were ordered and 
arrived in December 2020. The students and community will celebrate the new uniforms post-
COVID-19 during the fall 2021 football season. They will acknowledge Mrs. Dietz’s contributions 
to the project at that time. 

 

• In November, the School of Music and dean’s office partnered with Annual Giving on a Hatch 
project to build a virtual audience in the Center for the Performing Arts Concert Hall. As 
performances were only available to audiences via live stream and You Tube during 2020-2021, 
the School of Music Virtual Audience project was created as a fun way to fill the empty seats 
and serve as physical encouragement to performers through the spring 2021 semester. The 
Virtual Audience project also served as a fundraiser to help offset some of the loss of ticket sale 
revenue, raising $6,805 dollars, with 78 donors participating. A special concert was hosted by 
the School of Music on Sunday, January 24 for participating donors-the first event that utilized 
the new live stream technology.  

 

• In February, the third annual Birds Give Back generated $55,523 from 228 gifts for the College, 
surpassing the amounts of gifts and numbers of participating donors from both 2020 and 2019. 
The dean’s office, Schools of Art, Music, Theatre and Dance, the Creative Technologies Program, 
University Galleries, Illinois Shakespeare Festival, and Friends of the Arts all participated.  
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• The 39th (2020) and 40th (2021) annual June Theatre trip to New York City for donors and friends 
of the College were canceled due to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic and the shutdown of 
Broadway. The College remains hopeful that we will be able to return to New York in 2022. 

 

• Art Alumna Wonsook Kim was the scheduled 2020 Commencement Speaker and Theatre 
Alumnus Francois Battiste was the scheduled 2021 Commencement Speaker. With the 
assistance of University Marketing and Communication, both provided their remarks and were 
included in the December 2020 and May 2021 Virtual Commencement recordings. 

 

• The Wonsook Kim College of Fine Arts dean and dean’s staff, director of development Andrew 
Bond, and directors continue to cultivate new donors, meet with alumni, and organize 
fundraising efforts to increase student scholarships, support faculty and staff development 
opportunities, and improve facilities and equipment. The Illinois Shakespeare Festival Society 
Board and Friends of the Arts Board sustain their advocacy efforts for the College in the 
community and secure support for ISF productions and student-initiated projects and 
scholarships. 

 

Strategic Focus 7: Create a Unified Voice for the College in Print and Social Media Publications 
(Educate, Connect, Elevate, Strategic Direction, Strategic Direction IV: Enrich Engagement) 
 
The College’s Business Communications Associate Stephanie Kohl Ringle, continues to partner with 
directors, faculty, and staff within the Fine Arts units as well as with campus and community partners 
including University Marketing and Communications, Media Relations, Web Services, and Alumni 
Engagement, and local media to promote college academic programs, events and activities, research 
and creative activities, and alumni stories. 

The College continues to utilize a variety of communication tools to build engagement including:       

• event calendars 

• the Wonsook Kim College of Fine Arts News site (press releases, featured stories) 

• website, social media (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram) 

• e-mails (college, school, and focused audience specific) 

• e-newsletters (Report - managed by UMC, Identity - managed by UMC, Alumni – partnership 
with Alumni Office, Illinois Shakespeare Festival, and University Galleries 

• and printed magazines managed by the University (Illinois State, Redbird Scholar, Redbird 
Impact). 
 

While the coronavirus pandemic disrupted the usual ways in which concerts, performances, exhibitions, 
and other events are shared, the College creatively found news ways to share our stories, art, music, 
theatre and dance, and creative technologies projects with students, faculty and staff, and alumni, as 
well as for families, friends, patrons, and donors, expanding our outreach beyond the Bloomington-
Normal and immediate areas. 
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In partnership with Design Streak, the dean’s office distributed the annual College holiday card digitally 

for the first time, sending to 604 unique e-mails via Relay. Recipients included donors, current and 

retired Fine Arts faculty and staff, campus Administrators and Board of Trustees, the University Alumni 

Board, and the current FOA and Shakespeare Society Boards.   

The Wonsook Kim School of Art and University Galleries offered virtual programing that included the use 
Zoom for Visiting Artist lectures; virtual exhibition tours offered through images and video tours posted 
on websites and Vimeo, or specially arranged by appointment; and online performances, artist talks, and 
workshops.  
 
The School of Music offered student, faculty, and guest recitals and talks and small-size ensemble 
concerts via live stream and YouTube. The School of Theatre and Dance offered live and pre-recorded 
events utilizing Zoom webinar and a coordinated patron experience that included a digital program and 
dramaturgy for each performance and digital thank you (via ThankView) from student performers that 
was sent to attendees at the end of each semester.  
 
Unable to host the annual Grant and Scholarship Brunch, Friends of the Arts used social media and the 
News site to highlight and celebrate grant and scholarship recipients.  
 
As part of their monthly e-newsletter, Illinois Shakespeare Festival included a video series titled “Take 
Time to Pause,” featuring interviews, monologues, and other performances from ISF alumni from past 
seasons 
 
Utilizing the College Creators Facebook group, other social media, and e-mail list servs, the dean’s office 
student staff highlighted the research and creative activity of this year’s Wonsook Kim College of Fine 
Arts Three Minute Thesis finalist, Shahrbanoo Hamzeh (Art), as a lead up the annual 3MT competition. 
Additional student run social media campaigns included a work-from-home/study-from-home buddies 
featured pet campaign #CollegeCreatures (spring 2020 during state-wide “Stay at Home” directives) and 
#DearFutureRedbird (fall 2020 back to school) featuring 2020 graduates. 

The business communications associate and dean, as well as others, continue to evaluate the existing 
website and work with campus partners in Web Service to address concerns and outdated features.  

 II. Internal Reallocations and Reorganizations in FY21 
 

A. Reallocations and/or Reorganizations-Positions, Personnel, and Operating Funds 
 

• Professor of Cello Adriana Ransom was appointed to a 2-year term as the interim director of the 
School of Music. Former director Steve Parsons moved to a dean position at Truman State 
University. 
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• Interim Director of the School of Theatre and Dance Ann Haugo was appointed as the 
permanent director. 
 

• A new leadership team was appointed to the Creative Technologies Program (CTK) in January 
2021. Associate Professor Aaron Paolucci stepped away from the program director role. 
Professor Rose Marshack was appointed program director. Associate Professor Roy Magnuson 
was appointed associate program director. Assistant Professor Kristin Carlson was appointed 
graduate coordinator. 

 

• The College welcomed 6 new TT faculty in FY21: Bert Stabler (Art), Ruth Burke (Art), Jason 
Reblando (Art), Derek Munson (Theatre and Dance), Anne McNamara (Music), and Rachel 
Grimsley (Music). Mack Wood was hired as the new Associate Director of Bands and director of 
the Big Red Marching Machine (Music). 

 

• CFA-IT moved a CS position from CS hourly to CS Exempt and changed the position title to Senior 
IT System Administrator. 

 

• Operating Funds University Galleries 
 

o Completed the second year of 2-year $15,000 grant from National Endowment for the 
 Arts in January 2021  

 
o Completed the second year of 2-year $100,000 grant from The Andy Warhol Foundation 

 for the Visual Arts in June 2021  
 

o Completed the final portion of $13,900 grant from Illinois Arts Council Agency in August 
 2020  

  
o Secured a new $13,700 grant from Illinois Arts Council Agency and will complete in 

 August 2021  
 

o Secured and completed a $1,500 grant from Illinois Prairie Community Foundation  
 

o Completed a $1,500 grant from Town of Normal Harmon Arts Program (rolled over from 
 previous year due to COVID-19)  

 
o Secured and completed a $4,860 grant from Harold K. Sage Foundation  

 
o Secured and completed two grants ($2,000 and $2,825) from Alice and Fannie Fell Trust  

 
o Secured donations of artwork for permanent collection (awaiting appraisals)  
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B. Additional Funds Used from the Provost Office 
 
 The College received $425,000 in Base Instructional Capacity and $211,026 in Supplemental 
 Instructional Capacity in FY21.  
 
 In FY21 the College received Base and Supplemental Summer Session funding totaling $96,000. 
 
 The Wonsook Kim College of Fine Arts units received the following amounts in FY21 RE-RIP 
 funding: 

• School of Music   $13,000 

• School of Theatre and Dance $14,600 

• Wonsook Kim School of Art $19,500 

• Creative Technologies  $32,000 
 
 The College received $91,000 in FY21 from the mid-year Academic Enhancement Fund (AEF) 
 towards technology and facility renovation for CVA 140 Game Design Classroom. 
 
 


